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Site Assessment Activity
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60 minutes

Learning Objective(s): Participants will…
· Apply basic site assessment criteria to a familiar landscape.

Supplies: 
	Handouts: 
· Monocots and Dicots graphic
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	Materials:  
· Paper, pencil and clipboard.
· Optional: Camera 

	


Instructions:
Using your property or another familiar landscape such as a nearby park, walk through the site assessment checklist to learn more about the site. Make notes, draw a basic sketch or take photos to represent each bullet.
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Site Assessment Checklist		
Name of Property: Sharon Phillips Property (personal garden)

	· USDA Hardiness Zone: 
	· Aspect, Include North Arrow

	Last Spring Frost: May 1 - May 10
Last Fall Frost: October 11 - 20 



	North
South 
East 
West


	· Sunlight
	· Slopes

	Full sun (6 hours or more)
Partial sun
Shade

	Steep
Moderate
Gradual or flat


	· Microclimate factors:
	  Soil texture

	Reflected heat
Frost pocket - There is a frost pocket at the southeast side of the large field. 

	Clayey - we have clay soil 
Loamy
Sandy
Silty


	· Wind:
	· Soil compaction

	Windy site
Windy in isolated sections
Calm site - the house has a wind block from the forest

	Compacted
Partially compacted - in the garden
No compaction


	· Obstructions
	· Soil drainage characteristics

	Below ground (e.g. utilities or irrigation system)
Above ground (e.g. overhead wires) - shown in below photo as the grey line. The blue line Is the water line. 

	Wet
Well-drained
Dry


	· Wildlife interference 

	Serious and obvious concerns
Marginal concerns - we have deer, rabbits, and birds. 
Not a problem 


	· Unusual conditions: 
	· Soil pH: 7.1 (tested in May 2026) 

· Existing Plants: Oak tree, elderberry trees, vegetable garden (cucumbers, tomatoes, sunflowers, celery, cabbage, curly kale, yellow & green beans, mint, zucchini), pine tree, sumac, black eye susan, burdock. 



Notes:
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	Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities

	Diversity and Inclusion are a part of Cornell University’s heritage. We are a recognized employer and 
educator valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities.
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