
Planning a 
Successful School 
& Community 
Garden Program

Modules Two & Three Wrap-Up  

Introduction to Module  4: Evaluation and 
Assessment; Building Your Toolbox



✓Developing Garden Program 
Goals Using Logic Models

✓Tapping Community Resources

Next: Evaluation and 
Assessment; Building Your 
Curriculum Toolbox



2.2  Logic Models: Thank you, Michelle



3.1 
Criteria for a 
Good Garden Site



3.2
Free & Low-Cost Materials

Thank you, Michelle



3.3 Network with an Existing Garden Program

• For this assignment, find a school or 
community garden in your local town, city 
or region. 

• Contact your local Cooperative Extension 
office, school district or town/city website 
to locate any near you. 

• If you can find contact information for 
garden organizer(s), explain that you are 
developing a new garden project and ask 
if you can arrange a short meeting with 
them at the garden to learn more. In my 
experience, most garden organizers are 
happy to share information with others.

• School gardens may not be publicized because 
they are not open to the public, so check local 
school districts for information. 

• Your state and local government websites may 
have details on community gardens near you. 

• For example, here is a map of Community 
Gardens for the Department of Health in New 
York 
State https://compost.css.cornell.edu/communit
ygardenmap.html.

https://compost.css.cornell.edu/communitygardenmap.html
https://compost.css.cornell.edu/communitygardenmap.html


3.3  Networking: Youth Garden in California

1. Did you gain any insights as a result of your interview? Is there anything you will do differently in your 
program now?

I contacted a friend who works in a youth garden located on urban community farm. I learned

how they built a new high school mentorship with new partners. A cohort of 10 local high

school interns are employed to serve as mentors and teachers for younger children. They teach

and hold events around garden science, environmental justice and nature-based play. The high
schools build leadership and program management skills.

2. How will you continue to network with and learn from other gardening programs in your

area?

The interviewee shared contact info of leading garden-based youth leadership programs in the
Bay Area. I think the garden management team would like to tour gardening programs with

well-funded, successful youth leadership programming.

3. Feel free to share any aspect of your conversation that seems relevant to your own program

planning.
The high school internship program stemmed from a collaboration between the urban

community farm and the 4-H program. Most of our partners are rooted in cultural and

environmental justice programs. It would be great to tap partners that have their roots in

youth leadership, outdoor science, and garden-based learning. This type of partner may lead

to new resources.
Assignment 3.3 Michelle Domocol



Module 4:

Evaluation and 
Assessment

Building Your 
Curriculum Toolbox



Module Four
Evaluation & 
Assessment

Assignment 4.1: 
Your Evaluation 

Plan
Create a 

document 
showing a 
proposed 

evaluation plan 
for your garden-
based learning 

program.

Refer to your 
logic model, 
review your 

garden 
outcomes. 

Can be in the 
form of a text 
document or 
spreadsheet. 











Thank you, Michelle





Module Four
Evaluation & 
Assessment

(Final Portfolio)

Draft a list of lessons, activities 
and materials that you plan on 

using.

Desired short and long-term 
outcomes you hope participants 
will achieve as a result of these 

activities.

Assignment 4.2: Build 
Your GBL Toolbox    











4.3 
Curriculum or 
Concept Map











Questions?


	Slide 1: Planning a Successful School & Community Garden Program
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4:  3.1  Criteria for a Good Garden Site
	Slide 5:  3.2 Free & Low-Cost Materials
	Slide 6:  3.3 Network with an Existing Garden Program 
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Module 4:  Evaluation and Assessment  Building Your Curriculum Toolbox 
	Slide 9:  Module Four Evaluation & Assessment  
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16:  Module Four Evaluation & Assessment  
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: 4.3 Curriculum or Concept Map
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Questions? 

