
Landscape Design

Creating outdoor spaces to be enjoyed by people and wildlife 
across time that are functional, environmentally responsive 

and beautiful



Landscape Design

Creating outdoor spaces to be enjoyed by people and wildlife 
across time that are functional, environmentally responsive 

and beautiful

Minimize cost
Minimize negative environment impact



Design Process

Program Requirements
(What the client wants)

Document Existing Conditions
(What exists now)

Explore what’s possible with the site
(Bubble Diagrams)

Decide on the design that fulfills the requirements best
Convert the bubbles into actual plants



How to read a Site Plan





Base Plan / Basic Survey



Base Plan with Topography



Existing Conditions Plan



Field Measuring

Methods:

Triangulation
Alignment

String
Vertical Measurements

Tools:

Tape Measure
String
Laser

Transit
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Site Analysis



Site Analysis

Shade

Sun

Water/Wet spots

Soil

Undesirable Views

Wind

Noises



Site Analysis

 Shade
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Preliminary Design: Program Requirements

Permaculture / Natural / Wildlife Garden
Edible Landscape

Xeriscape
Mushroom Yard

Bee Yard
Continuous Blooms throughout 3 seasons

Increase biodiversity
Pets: Dogs, cats 

Limited outdoor entertaining
Avid Gardeners

Block Views from Neighbors



Bubble Diagram

Program Requirements
Explore Relationships between Program parts

Try different arrangements



Design Development: Bubble Diagram



Planting Plan

Choose plants that satisfy both site and program requirements

Group plants

Highlight Specimen plants

Follow Design principles



Planting Plan: Trees and Grasses



Cornell Woody Plants Database
http://woodyplants.cals.cornell.edu/home

University of Connecticut Plant Database
http://hort.uconn.edu/

Grow Native Plant Picker
https://grownative.org/native-plant-info/plant-picker/

Audubon Native Plants Database
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants

USDA Plant Database
https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/java/

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/

National Wildlife Federation Native Plant Finder
https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/About

Choosing Plants

http://woodyplants.cals.cornell.edu/home
http://hort.uconn.edu/
https://grownative.org/native-plant-info/plant-picker/
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/java/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/
https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/About


Choose one scenario

Analyze the site

Explore program requirements with bubble diagrams

Try different design principles to relate the bubbles to one another

Create bubble diagram, identifying each program requirement

Extra Credit:

Develop a Planting Plan

Homework
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