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Woody Plants Activity 
Time: 20 Minutes 
 
Supplies: 

• A variety of woody plant samples including leaves and stems. 
• Manual of Woody Plants handout 

 
Objectives:  

• Consider how plant characteristics are used in classification, identification and 
dichotomous keys. 

• Become familiar with woody plant characteristics.  
 
Directions: 
Take 10 minutes to observe the variety of plant samples. Use your Manual of Woody Plants 
handout to notice key differences in leaf type, shape and arrangement. Then notice any 
differences in stem and bud morphology.  
 
Once you’ve had some time to make your observations and take a few notes, get together with 
the others in your group to discuss the differences you’ve noticed.  
 
Potential discussion questions:  

• What are some key characteristics of woody plants? What themes did you notice 
throughout the plant samples?  

• Did any of the characteristics on the plant samples puzzle you?  
• Where might you find more information regarding woody plants? 
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