Course 4: Urban Agriculture Benefits Vocabulary
Note: Different USDA agencies may employ different definitions based on their policies

Ecosystem services are the direct and indirect benefits that ecosystems provide humans. Agroecosystems, rangelands, and forests provide suites of ecosystem services that support and sustain human livelihoods, including provisioning of material or energy, especially food; regulating and moderation of ecosystems, including local water and soil quality, flood control, and pollination; supporting and maintaining fundamental ecosystem processes like biodiversity and habitat; and non-material, cultural services including recreation, aesthetic appreciation, and spirituality. Urban agriculture creates types of agroecosystems that provide ecosystem services like creating pollinator habitat and mitigating heat island effect and stormwater runoff. 

Evapotranspiration from vegetation is the natural process by which water moves from soil or, in the case of outdoor hydro- or aquaponics, the water base, to the atmosphere through evaporation from the soil or water and transpiration from plant stomata.

Green infrastructure “means the range of measures that use plant or soil systems, permeable pavement or other permeable surfaces or substrates, stormwater harvest and reuse, or landscaping to store, infiltrate, or evapotranspirate stormwater and reduce flows to sewer systems or to surface waters” according to the 2019 Clean Water Act amended to include Green Infrastructure (Water Infrastructure Improvement Act).

Social enterprises are businesses that take an entrepreneurial approach to solving widely experienced social or ecological problems. In other words, operations that elevate a social mission rather than purely a commercially-driven mission. (Compare this to our definition of “social enterprises” from Course 3.)
