Course 2: Food System Fundamentals Vocabulary
Note: Different USDA agencies may employ different definitions based on their policies

Agents are the entities within a system whose actions and reactions create relationships that influence the actions and reactions of other agents. Agent relationships and perspectives contribute to the larger network that creates a system.

Food systems are types of systems consisting of all processes and infrastructure involved in feeding a population.

Local food systems are place-specific clusters of agricultural producers of all kinds—farmers, ranchers, fishers—along with consumers and institutions engaged in producing, processing, distributing, and selling foods.

Outcomes are the emergent behaviors of a system. These outcomes can then become inputs for systems.

The People’s Garden initiative creates a community of community gardens across the country that grow food, foster wildlife habitat, conserve green space, or provide education for community members.

Resilience is the ability of an object or system to withstand or recover from changes or crises.

A system comprises multiple networks of interacting agents impacted by variables.

System inputs are factors or conditions that influence a system.

A system of systems is a system that is composed of a network of systems. Most systems are systems of systems, creating additional complexity.

Urban county committees, or UCOCs, are the urban equivalents of the USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA’s) county committees (COCs). Like COCs, UCOCs are elected by their peers and represent a geographical area when conducting FSA business.

Urban food systems are types of local food systems consisting of all processes and infrastructure involved in feeding an urban population.

Urban service centers are the urban equivalents of the USDA’s service centers who usually house employees from the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
