
Site Assessment 
& Base Maps



Your base map: a diagram of 
permanent & existing features

Birds eye view gives a new perspective

• Base map includes:

➢ Fixed features

➢ Existing plants

➢ Inventory of what you have on site

• Use tracing paper over this base map to:

➢create different layers for site assessment activities 

and garden design



How much area should I map?
Entire property or one or more planting areas?

• Whole property:

➢ Think about the entire property and allocate areas or ‘rooms’ for different uses

➢ Helps determining broader concepts and future garden spaces (vegetable garden, play area, 

water feature, etc.)

➢ Discovering different microclimates on your property helps with functionality and right plant 

right place

• Specific areas:

➢Remember when working on smaller areas of the property, use a larger scale map for details



Existing features
• Property lines

• House and structures

• Doors, windows

• Walkways, driveways,

• Existing plants and trees

• Overhead and underground utilities 

• North arrow



Base Maps can begin with
• A property survey map

• Google or satellite image

• A hand-drawn sketch



Survey Maps
Use as a basis for: 

• property and building shapes

• driveways

• environmental features

• Accurate measurements 



Survey & Satellite Maps: tracing paper 
overlay 
For design ideas: 

➢Shade tree, wildflowers and 

natives, front beds, etc.

Assessments:

➢steep slope, wood fence, 

neighbor’s driveway, etc.



Google Maps or Satellite View



Future garden area: drawn to scale

• existing trees

• road

• building

• footpath



Base map with site conditions on a 
separate layer



Know your site conditions, then draft 
design ideas over the base map



Drawing to scale
US Measurement

• Graph paper: 1 square = 1’ or 2’

• Ruler: choose a scale that works for the 

size of your space

• Standard scales are ½, ¼, 1/8= one 

foot

• Architectural ruler- triangular sides 

have different scales

Metric Measurement

• Architects use millimeters (mm) and 

meters (m), but not centimeters (cm). 

• The colon ':' in a scale is pronounced 

'to,' so 1:100 is spoken as 'one to one 

hundred. ‘ 

• While scales like 1:25, 1:30, and 1:250 

may appear, it's standard practice to use 

1:20, 1:50, and 1:200 instead.



Site Assessment is on-going
Observe your site conditions year-round

• Seasonal, daily and yearly changes

➢Sun and shade patterns

➢Soil moisture

➢Trees grow and areas cast shade over time

• Tips:

➢Knowing location of underground utilities is 

very important - call before you dig!

➢Take photos of your garden space throughout 

the year





Student examples of 
Base Maps 



Susan, Organic Gardening

Survey Map



Sander, Introduction to Garden Design

Survey Map



Kimberly, Introduction to Garden Design

Hand-drawn



Michael, Introduction to Garden Design

Hand-drawn



Tami, Organic Gardening

Hand-drawn



Laura, Introduction to Garden Design

Hand-drawn



Alexis, Introduction to Garden Design

Hand-drawn



Maureen, Introduction to Garden Design

Hand-drawn



Ashley, Organic Gardening

Hand-drawn



Questions? Reach out to 
Donna via Moodle Messaging


	Default Section
	Slide 1: Site Assessment & Base Maps

	Untitled Section
	Slide 2: Your base map: a diagram of permanent & existing features
	Slide 3: How much area should I map?
	Slide 4: Existing features
	Slide 5: Base Maps can begin with
	Slide 6: Survey Maps
	Slide 7: Survey & Satellite Maps: tracing paper overlay 
	Slide 8: Google Maps or Satellite View
	Slide 9: Future garden area: drawn to scale
	Slide 10: Base map with site conditions on a separate layer
	Slide 11: Know your site conditions, then draft design ideas over the base map
	Slide 12: Drawing to scale
	Slide 13: Site Assessment is on-going
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Student examples of Base Maps  
	Slide 16: Susan, Organic Gardening
	Slide 17: Sander, Introduction to Garden Design
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Questions? Reach out to Donna via Moodle Messaging  


